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The Liturgy of the Word
As you enter the Sanctuary, please assume a quiet and respectful attitude of worship.

Please silence your mobile devices.

ORGAN PRELUDE: “Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .J .S . Bach
Lenora Morrow, organ

LiGhtiNG Of thE fiRSt ADvENt cANDLE  .  . Brian, Jennifer, Will, and clare Schneider 

chORAL iNtROit: “the Best of Rooms”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Randall thompson
Text by Robert Herrick

christ, he requires still, wheresoe’er he comes, 
to feed or lodge, to have the best of rooms: 
Give him the choice; grant him the nobler part, 
Of all the house, the best of all’s the heart .

Laudis Domini Ensemble 
Gabriel C. Statom, Director of Music

cALL tO WORShiP   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .timothy L . Russell

WhYMN Of ADvENt: No . 196 “come, thou Long-Expected Jesus”  .  .  .  .  .  .  . hYfRYDOL

WREADiNG fROM thE PROPhEtS: Micah 5:1-5a   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Blanche P . tosh

Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops; 
siege is laid against us;

with a rod they strike the judge of Israel on the cheek.
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to be ruler in israel, 
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days .

Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
when she who is in labor has given birth; 
then the rest of his brothers shall return 
to the people of Israel.

And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God .

And they shall dwell secure,  
for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
And he shall be their peace.

WcONGREGAtiONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . hYfRYDOL

Worship, honor, pow’r and blessing Thou art worthy to receive; 
Loudest praises, without ceasing, meet it is for us to give. 
Help, ye bright angelic spirits, bring your sweetest, noblest lays; 
Help to sing our Savior’s merits, help to chant Emmanuel’s praise!

WPRAYER Of ADORAtiON

PRESENtAtiON Of tithES AND OffERiNGS

OffERtORY ANthEM: ”christ, the Apple tree”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Stanford Scriven
This anonymous text first appeared in a New England Hymnal in 1784 and has long  

been used as an Advent hymn. The text alludes to Song of Solomon 2:3 – ”and His fruit  
was sweet to my taste.” Charles Spurgeon says, “Jesus yields fruit, let us taste the  

sweetness of it. If Jesus is as an apple tree among the trees of the woods,  
do not keep away from Him, but sit under His shadow, and taste His fruit.”

the tree of life my soul hath seen, laden with fruit and always green; 
the trees of nature fruitless be, compared with christ the apple tree .

This beauty doth all things excel, by faith I know, but ne’er can tell 
the glory which i now can see, in Jesus christ the apple tree .

for happiness i long have sought, and pleasure dearly i have bought; 
i miss’d of all, but now i see ‘tis found in christ the apple tree .

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, it keeps my dying faith alive; 
Which makes my soul in haste to be with Jesus Christ the apple tree.

i’m weary’d with my former toil, here i will sit and rest awhile; 
Under the shadow i will be, of Jesus christ the apple tree .

WcONGREGAtiONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . St . AGNES

Jesus, the very thought of Thee with sweetness fills my breast; 
But sweeter far Thy face to see, and in Thy presence rest.

Jesus, our only joy be Thou, as Thou our prize wilt be; 
Jesus, be Thou our glory now, and through eternity.

WPRAYER Of DEDicAtiON  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .A . Mitchell Moore

WGREEtiNGS

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

READING fROM thE PENtAtEUch   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Genesis 3:8-15
                                          (page 3 in pew Bible)

During our morning and evening Advent worship services this year, we are studying  
the Scripture texts comprised in the traditional Nine Lessons and Carols Service,  

which we shall observe on the morning of the Fourth Sunday in Advent. 

All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field;
 The grass withers, the flower fades,
 but the Word of our God will stand forever. Amen.      (Isaiah 40:6b, 8)

SERMON                            The Defeat of the Serpent                         Sanders L . Willson
 

The Liturgy of the Table
iNvitAtiON tO thE tABLE
All those who have publicly professed their faith and joined a Christian church as a communing 
member are warmly welcomed to receive communion today. Non-communing worshipers are 
encouraged to contemplate the love of Jesus Christ during this time. At Second Presbyterian, 
we encourage our children not to take communion until they have joined the church as 
communicant members.

WPROfESSiON Of fAith  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . the Nicene creed

We believe in one God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by Whom all things were made;
Who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man,
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
and He shall come again with glory  
to judge both the living and the dead;
Whose Kingdom shall have no end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 
who spoke by the prophets; 
and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church; 
we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 
and we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

WGLORiA PAtRi   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . GREAtOREx

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
World without end. Amen, Amen!

cORPORAtE PRAYER Of cONfESSiON

Dear God, Who faithfully fulfilled Your promise of redemption
through the advent of Your One and Only Son,
we confess with broken hearts 
that we have continued in our sin and rebellion
and have grieved You with our calloused hearts. 
Please forgive us for all our sins,
for we are truly sorry and do earnestly repent. 
Restore and renew our spirits by Your grace
that we may draw near to You,
obey You, enjoy You, and glorify Your matchless Name,
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 

iNDiviDUAL PRAYERS Of cONfESSiON

ASSURANcE Of DiviNE PARDON

LitANY Of PRAiSE 

Lift up your hearts,
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
It is meet and right so to do.

it is very meet and right, and our joyful duty, that we should at all times  
and in all places, give thanks unto You, O holy Lord, Father Almighty,  
Everlasting God . And we praise You for Jesus christ our Savior,  
by Whom You have given us Your comfort and peace;

Therefore with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven  
we laud and magnify Your glorious Name,  
evermore praising You and saying:

WORDS Of iNStitUtiON 

PRAYER Of cONSEcRAtiON AND thE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

hYMN Of APPROAch   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . hYfRYDOL

Jesus! I do now receive Him, more than all in Him I find; 
He hath granted me forgiveness, I am His, and He is mine. 
Hallelujah! what a Savior! Hallelujah! what a Friend! 
Saving, helping, keeping, loving, He is with me to the end.

BREAkiNG Of thE BREAD

chORAL MEDitAtiON: “A Spotless Rose”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . herbert howells

A spotless rose is blowing, sprung from a tender root,
Of ancient seers’ foreshowing, of Jesse promised fruit;
its fairest bud unfolds to light amid the cold, cold winter,
And in the dark midnight. 

the rose which i am singing, whereof isaiah said, 
is from its sweet root springing in Mary, purest Maid;
for through our God’s great love and might,  
the Blessed Babe she bare us in a cold, cold winter’s night .
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WPRAYER Of DEDicAtiON  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .A . Mitchell Moore

WGREEtiNGS

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

READING fROM thE PENtAtEUch   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Genesis 3:8-15
                                          (page 3 in pew Bible)

During our morning and evening Advent worship services this year, we are studying  
the Scripture texts comprised in the traditional Nine Lessons and Carols Service,  

which we shall observe on the morning of the Fourth Sunday in Advent. 

All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field;
 The grass withers, the flower fades,
 but the Word of our God will stand forever. Amen.      (Isaiah 40:6b, 8)

SERMON                            The Defeat of the Serpent                         Sanders L . Willson
 

The Liturgy of the Table
iNvitAtiON tO thE tABLE
All those who have publicly professed their faith and joined a Christian church as a communing 
member are warmly welcomed to receive communion today. Non-communing worshipers are 
encouraged to contemplate the love of Jesus Christ during this time. At Second Presbyterian, 
we encourage our children not to take communion until they have joined the church as 
communicant members.

WPROfESSiON Of fAith  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . the Nicene creed

We believe in one God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by Whom all things were made;
Who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man,
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
and He shall come again with glory  
to judge both the living and the dead;
Whose Kingdom shall have no end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 
who spoke by the prophets; 
and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church; 
we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 
and we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

WGLORiA PAtRi   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . GREAtOREx

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
World without end. Amen, Amen!

cORPORAtE PRAYER Of cONfESSiON

Dear God, Who faithfully fulfilled Your promise of redemption
through the advent of Your One and Only Son,
we confess with broken hearts 
that we have continued in our sin and rebellion
and have grieved You with our calloused hearts. 
Please forgive us for all our sins,
for we are truly sorry and do earnestly repent. 
Restore and renew our spirits by Your grace
that we may draw near to You,
obey You, enjoy You, and glorify Your matchless Name,
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 

iNDiviDUAL PRAYERS Of cONfESSiON

ASSURANcE Of DiviNE PARDON

LitANY Of PRAiSE 

Lift up your hearts,
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
It is meet and right so to do.

it is very meet and right, and our joyful duty, that we should at all times  
and in all places, give thanks unto You, O holy Lord, Father Almighty,  
Everlasting God . And we praise You for Jesus christ our Savior,  
by Whom You have given us Your comfort and peace;

Therefore with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven  
we laud and magnify Your glorious Name,  
evermore praising You and saying:

WORDS Of iNStitUtiON 

PRAYER Of cONSEcRAtiON AND thE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

hYMN Of APPROAch   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . hYfRYDOL

Jesus! I do now receive Him, more than all in Him I find; 
He hath granted me forgiveness, I am His, and He is mine. 
Hallelujah! what a Savior! Hallelujah! what a Friend! 
Saving, helping, keeping, loving, He is with me to the end.

BREAkiNG Of thE BREAD

chORAL MEDitAtiON: “A Spotless Rose”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . herbert howells

A spotless rose is blowing, sprung from a tender root,
Of ancient seers’ foreshowing, of Jesse promised fruit;
its fairest bud unfolds to light amid the cold, cold winter,
And in the dark midnight. 

the rose which i am singing, whereof isaiah said, 
is from its sweet root springing in Mary, purest Maid;
for through our God’s great love and might,  
the Blessed Babe she bare us in a cold, cold winter’s night .



The Liturgy of the Word
As you enter the Sanctuary, please assume a quiet and respectful attitude of worship.

Please silence your mobile devices.

ORGAN PRELUDE: “Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .J .S . Bach
Lenora Morrow, organ

LiGhtiNG Of thE fiRSt ADvENt cANDLE  .  . Brian, Jennifer, Will, and clare Schneider 

chORAL iNtROit: “the Best of Rooms”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Randall thompson
Text by Robert Herrick

christ, he requires still, wheresoe’er he comes, 
to feed or lodge, to have the best of rooms: 
Give him the choice; grant him the nobler part, 
Of all the house, the best of all’s the heart .

Laudis Domini Ensemble 
Gabriel C. Statom, Director of Music

cALL tO WORShiP   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .timothy L . Russell

WhYMN Of ADvENt: No . 196 “come, thou Long-Expected Jesus”  .  .  .  .  .  .  . hYfRYDOL

WREADiNG fROM thE PROPhEtS: Micah 5:1-5a   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Blanche P . tosh

Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops; 
siege is laid against us;

with a rod they strike the judge of Israel on the cheek.
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to be ruler in israel, 
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days .

Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
when she who is in labor has given birth; 
then the rest of his brothers shall return 
to the people of Israel.

And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God .

And they shall dwell secure,  
for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
And he shall be their peace.

WcONGREGAtiONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . hYfRYDOL

Worship, honor, pow’r and blessing Thou art worthy to receive; 
Loudest praises, without ceasing, meet it is for us to give. 
Help, ye bright angelic spirits, bring your sweetest, noblest lays; 
Help to sing our Savior’s merits, help to chant Emmanuel’s praise!

WPRAYER Of ADORAtiON

PRESENtAtiON Of tithES AND OffERiNGS

OffERtORY ANthEM: ”christ, the Apple tree”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Stanford Scriven
This anonymous text first appeared in a New England Hymnal in 1784 and has long  

been used as an Advent hymn. The text alludes to Song of Solomon 2:3 – ”and His fruit  
was sweet to my taste.” Charles Spurgeon says, “Jesus yields fruit, let us taste the  

sweetness of it. If Jesus is as an apple tree among the trees of the woods,  
do not keep away from Him, but sit under His shadow, and taste His fruit.”

the tree of life my soul hath seen, laden with fruit and always green; 
the trees of nature fruitless be, compared with christ the apple tree .

This beauty doth all things excel, by faith I know, but ne’er can tell 
the glory which i now can see, in Jesus christ the apple tree .

for happiness i long have sought, and pleasure dearly i have bought; 
i miss’d of all, but now i see ‘tis found in christ the apple tree .

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, it keeps my dying faith alive; 
Which makes my soul in haste to be with Jesus Christ the apple tree.

i’m weary’d with my former toil, here i will sit and rest awhile; 
Under the shadow i will be, of Jesus christ the apple tree .

WcONGREGAtiONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . St . AGNES

Jesus, the very thought of Thee with sweetness fills my breast; 
But sweeter far Thy face to see, and in Thy presence rest.

Jesus, our only joy be Thou, as Thou our prize wilt be; 
Jesus, be Thou our glory now, and through eternity.

WPRAYER Of DEDicAtiON  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .A . Mitchell Moore

WGREEtiNGS

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

READING fROM thE PENtAtEUch   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Genesis 3:8-15
                                          (page 3 in pew Bible)

During our morning and evening Advent worship services this year, we are studying  
the Scripture texts comprised in the traditional Nine Lessons and Carols Service,  

which we shall observe on the morning of the Fourth Sunday in Advent. 

All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field;
 The grass withers, the flower fades,
 but the Word of our God will stand forever. Amen.      (Isaiah 40:6b, 8)

SERMON                            The Defeat of the Serpent                         Sanders L . Willson
 

The Liturgy of the Table
iNvitAtiON tO thE tABLE
All those who have publicly professed their faith and joined a Christian church as a communing 
member are warmly welcomed to receive communion today. Non-communing worshipers are 
encouraged to contemplate the love of Jesus Christ during this time. At Second Presbyterian, 
we encourage our children not to take communion until they have joined the church as 
communicant members.

WPROfESSiON Of fAith  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . the Nicene creed

We believe in one God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by Whom all things were made;
Who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man,
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
and He shall come again with glory  
to judge both the living and the dead;
Whose Kingdom shall have no end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 
who spoke by the prophets; 
and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church; 
we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 
and we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

WGLORiA PAtRi   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . GREAtOREx

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
World without end. Amen, Amen!

cORPORAtE PRAYER Of cONfESSiON

Dear God, Who faithfully fulfilled Your promise of redemption
through the advent of Your One and Only Son,
we confess with broken hearts 
that we have continued in our sin and rebellion
and have grieved You with our calloused hearts. 
Please forgive us for all our sins,
for we are truly sorry and do earnestly repent. 
Restore and renew our spirits by Your grace
that we may draw near to You,
obey You, enjoy You, and glorify Your matchless Name,
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 

iNDiviDUAL PRAYERS Of cONfESSiON

ASSURANcE Of DiviNE PARDON

LitANY Of PRAiSE 

Lift up your hearts,
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
It is meet and right so to do.

it is very meet and right, and our joyful duty, that we should at all times  
and in all places, give thanks unto You, O holy Lord, Father Almighty,  
Everlasting God . And we praise You for Jesus christ our Savior,  
by Whom You have given us Your comfort and peace;

Therefore with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven  
we laud and magnify Your glorious Name,  
evermore praising You and saying:

WORDS Of iNStitUtiON 

PRAYER Of cONSEcRAtiON AND thE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

hYMN Of APPROAch   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . hYfRYDOL

Jesus! I do now receive Him, more than all in Him I find; 
He hath granted me forgiveness, I am His, and He is mine. 
Hallelujah! what a Savior! Hallelujah! what a Friend! 
Saving, helping, keeping, loving, He is with me to the end.

BREAkiNG Of thE BREAD

chORAL MEDitAtiON: “A Spotless Rose”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . herbert howells

A spotless rose is blowing, sprung from a tender root,
Of ancient seers’ foreshowing, of Jesse promised fruit;
its fairest bud unfolds to light amid the cold, cold winter,
And in the dark midnight. 

the rose which i am singing, whereof isaiah said, 
is from its sweet root springing in Mary, purest Maid;
for through our God’s great love and might,  
the Blessed Babe she bare us in a cold, cold winter’s night .



Christmas Flower Order Form
I/We wish to contribute $_______ to the Flower Ministry of Second Presbyterian Church for use in decorating the church 
for the Christmas season in memory or honor of loved ones. Please acknowledge the gift (omitting the amount) in the 
bulletin on Sunday, December 23 as follows:

Please check ONLY one:          In Memory of              In Honor of             In Gratitude for 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Given by:  ________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone number of donor:  _________________________________________________________________

December 16, 2012 is the deadline for the inclusion of names in the bulletin on December 23, 2012.  
Please return this form with your check made out to Second Presbyterian Church and send to  
4055 Poplar Ave., Memphis, TN 38111. Clearly designate the gift for the “Flower Ministry.”

An online order form is available at 2pc.org/flowers.

Tonight at 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Join our children’s and Youth choirs as we bring in the holly and ivy  
to begin our Advent season . the service will conclude with activities  
for children, a live nativity, and the decorating of the church campus .

ShARiNG Of thE cUP

chORAL MEDitAtiON: “O Nata Lux”   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Lauridsen

O nata lux de lumine,   O born of light, 
Jesu redemptor saeculi,  Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
Dignare clemens supplicum,  Mercifully deem worthy and accept 
Laudes preces que sumere. the praises and prayers of Your supplicants . 
Qui carne quondam contegi Thou who once deigned to be clothed in flesh 
Dignatus es pro perditis. For the sake of the lost ones, 
Nos membra confer effici, Grant us to be made members  
Tui beati corporis.  Of Your holy body .

PRAYER Of thANkSGiviNG

WhYMN Of thANkSGiviNG  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . hYfRYDOL

Jesus! what a Friend for sinners! Jesus! Lover of my soul; 
Friends may fail me, foes assail me, He, my Savior, makes me whole. 
Hallelujah! what a Savior! Hallelujah! what a Friend! 
Saving, helping, keeping, loving, He is with me to the end.

WBENEDictiON

WcONGREGAtiONAL thREE-fOLD AMEN

ORGAN POStLUDE: “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying!”  .  .  .  .arr . Emma Lou Diemer 

WIndicates congregation standing                                                           CCLI License #252778

We consider it a privilege to have our children in worship with us. If your small children become 
restless and vocal, we invite you to the children’s room especially designed for them at the rear of 
the Sanctuary. They are also welcome in the nursery. Older children should also be encouraged 
to come to church prepared to stay in their pew throughout the service. 
One of our pastors will be available after the service to pray for you or to offer helpful direction 
regarding your spiritual life. He will be in the Gathering Room, which is the first room on your 
left as you exit the southwest door of the Sanctuary (closest to the pulpit). You may also send 
your confidential email to pastor@2pc.org with questions about your spiritual life.

4055 Poplar Avenue, Memphis, TN 38111 
www.2pc.org · (901) 454-0034

Welcome!

if you are visiting with us today, we 
welcome you to Second Presbyterian . 
Please sign our friendship Pad, which 
will be passed during the Greetings 
time of the service . Our congregational 
Communities (CCs), also known as 
Sunday School classes, offer a wide 
variety of options for various age groups 
and stages of life . visiting a cc is the 
best way to get to know others and 
become involved . ccs meet on Sunday 
mornings at 9:45 a .m . for a full listing of 
classes, visit www .2pc .org/cc . 

Advent Paraments

Today is the first Sunday of Advent, 
that time of the liturgical year when 
we celebrate the coming of Jesus . Our 
paraments and the ecclesiastical banner 
have been changed to reflect this important 
season in the church . there are four 
Sundays in the Advent Season . the 
liturgical color is blue, representing the 
skies, the heavens, and eliciting feelings 
of hope and joy . On the Pulpit Scarf is 
the Christogram, a monogram of a kind, 
which has the Greek letters Chi and Rho, 
which are the first letters in the spelling of 
Christos, the Greek word for Christ. The 
chi Rho is within a circle, symbolizing 
eternal life with christ and of christ, never 
ending. The Bible Markers contain the 
Greek letters Alpha and Omega, signifying 
that christ is the beginning and the end, as 
we are told in Revelation . the blue Advent 
paraments will hang until christmas Eve .

Weekly Focus on Missions

World Missions: Leslie kuhn, 
the daughter of Wilton and Sandy 
hazelwood, has been with Greater 
European Mission (GEM) for almost 20 
years. She and her husband Eckehard 
have one young daughter, corinna . Leslie 
is grateful that several relationships with 
neighbors have gone to a deeper level 
and led to a particular openness. She asks 
that we pray for the Spirit’s leading as 
she interacts with each of them . She has 
also been busy gathering information 
about grassroots missional initiatives and 
writing descriptions of these ministries, 
their activities, and mission statements . 
Working on this project has been an 
encouragement as it reveals how the Lord 
is moving in Berlin. Leslie asks for prayer 
that several people interested in becoming 
part of the GEM Berlin team will feel the 
Lord’s leading in clarifying the next steps 
for their lives and for his hand to be on 
the various ministries .
Mission Memphis: Youth Leadership 
of Memphis asks that we join them in 
continual prayer for the spiritual and 
personal growth of the young men in 
Memphis’ inner city and for leaders 
to emerge within that demographic . 

they also invite us to lift up prayers of 
thanksgiving for several graduated seniors 
who have now secured jobs! Finally, they 
ask for prayers that volunteers would join 
their team and funds would be raised to 
continue the work of YLM’s ministry.

Congregational Meeting

the Session has called the congregation to 
meet on December 16 at the 8:15 a .m . and 
11:00 a.m. worship services to elect officers 
to begin service in January 2013 on the 
Diaconate and Session . 

Coming Soon/General News

Advent Resources for Families: All families 
are invited to stop by tables outside the 
Fellowship Hall today to pick up materials 
for Advent, including Advent candles, 
books, a family devotion guide, instructions 
about communicating with our missionaries 
during the holidays, and more . 
Holiday Mission Collection: the AMEN 
Bible Study Group is collecting items for 
the men who stay at the calvary Rescue 
Mission and Memphis Union Mission, 
including coats, hats, gloves, and socks. 
these items can be dropped off during 
AMEN on December 6 and 13, or during 
the week at the reception desk. For more 
information contact Rachel Brannigan at 
454-0034 or rachel .brannigan@2pc .org .
December 3M Luncheon: the next 
Senior Adult 3M (More Mature Members) 
Luncheon will be December 10 in 
fellowship hall at 12:00 p .m . Join us for 
a word from our Director of Senior Adult 
Ministries, Gerry Peak, and a Christmas 
musical program by the Presbyterian Day 
School Boys’ Choir. To make a reservation, 
call the church at 454-0034 no later than  
12:00 p .m . on December 5 . the cost is $5 . 
TOTS Days: Our Parents’ Day Out 
program will offer tOtS (Out to Shop) 
days for children ages 3 months to 5 years 
on December 21 and 28 from 9:30 a .m .-2:30 
p .m . the cost is $25 for one child; $35 for 
two children; and $50 for three or more 
children . Space is limited . Reservations 
and pre-payment are required . Email 
nursery@2pc .org for details or sign up on 
Sunday mornings in the nursery .

Women of the Church 

WOC Christmas Coffee: All women are 
invited to this annual event on tuesday, 
December 11 at 10:30 a .m . in the Salmon 
Room and c310 . Monetary contributions 
will be accepted at a “Giving tree” to 
support our ministry partners . Admission 
is free, and reservations are not required . 
contact Dawn curtis at 454-0034 or dawn .
curtis@2pc .org with questions .
WOC December Circle Meetings: Abigail: 
chairman: Lisa Ritenour; hostess: Barbara 
Albright; 5430 Pecan Grove Lane; 2nd 
tues ., 6:45pm . Anna: chairman: carolyn 
Branton; trezevant Manor Gallery, 177 N . 

highland; 1st tues ., 10:15am . Deborah: 
chairman: Brenda vincent; hostess: Mary 
Lawrence Allen; 6508 Cherryhill Pkwy; 1st 
tues ., 12:00pm . Esther: chairman: Nina 
Wilson; church B102, followed by lunch 
at Woman’s Exchange; 1st tues ., 9:30am . 
Hannah: chairman: Joan Stanton; hostess: 
Jennifer Davenport; 1468 Pine Shadows; 
2nd thurs ., 10:00am . Lydia: chairman: 
June Robinson; church c101/Mission 
closet; 2nd tues ., 11:15am .Martha/Mary: 
chairman: Libby Pritchard; hostess: 
Ann hunt; 4036 Dumaine Way; 1st tues ., 
11:00pm . Naomi: chairman: Bebe Sorrels; 
church B101; 1st tues ., 11:30am . NCC: 
Chairman: Eileen Wood; Robinhood Park 
Apts .; thursdays 12:30-2:00pm . Priscilla: 
chairman: Jo Sammons; church B100; 1st 
tues ., 10:30am . Rachel: chairman: Norma 
Mchugh; Lunch: Jason’s Deli at Poplar/
highland; 1st tues ., 11:30am .; followed 
by meeting at harriet Garnett’s, 3427 
Northwood, 1:00pm .Rahab: chairman: 
Jessica McArtor; hostess: Deborah tipton; 
382 Ripple Brook; 1st Tues., 11:30am.  
Rebekah: Chairman: Beverly Carrick; 
Hostess: Lil Jones and Beverly Carrick; 
trezevant Music Room; 1st tues ., 10:30am . 
Ruth: chairman: Jean Williamson; 
church A100; 1st tues ., 10:30 a .m . Urban 
Ministries: chairman: Marion Quinlen; 
Location: cici’s Pizza, 3474 Plaza Ave; 1st 
Wed ., 2:40pm . 

Student Ministries

6th Grade: Quest will resume on January 
9 . Join us Saturday, December 8, for the 
Riverkings’ game (meet at the church 
at 6:15 p .m ., cost: $15, email jessica .
golden@2pc .org to sign up) .
Jr. High: Put on your tackiest sweater and 
join us tonight for the 3 Degrees Tacky 
christmas Party, 7:15-8:45 p .m . (cost will 
be $10) . Join us this tuesday for the last 
tuesday Morning Prayer of this semester 
at 6:00 a .m . at the Nelsons’ home (2051 
Shadowood cove) . Small Groups will NOt 
meet this Wednesday . visit www .2pcyouth .
org for more details and dates!
Sr. High: Life Groups will NOt meet 
tonight . Meet at the church for REP 
tutoring tomorrow, 4:00-5:30 p .m .  Join us 
this tuesday for the last tuesday Morning 
Prayer of this semester at 6:00 a .m . at the 
Nelsons’ home (2051 Shadowood cove) . 
Join us this Wedneday for the true North 
christmas Party at Playhouse on the 
Square from 7:30-9:30 p .m . cost is $5 . 
visit www .2pcyouth .org for more details 
and dates!

College: the college class meets every 
Sunday upstairs in the Ec Building 
at 9:45 a .m . for more information, 
email Amanda coop at acoop@
campusoutreach .org .

Caring Ministry 

Sympathy to: Mary Zimmerman on the 
death of her father, Rev. John D. Mellinger, 
November 26, 2012 .
In the Hospital (as of 11/28/12):  
charles Leonard, Allen Morgan Rehab
George Schroth, Methodist University
Bill Skinner, Methodist Germantown
Jo Sammons, St . francis
Adam Nebk, LeBonheur
Gladys Streicher, Baptist

Support Ministries 

Second offers groups for those struggling 
with substance abuse and for their family/
friends (Sundays at 4:30 p .m .), career 
transition (first and third Thursdays at 
8:00 a .m .), Biblical sexuality (thursdays 
at 5:30 p .m . at the christian Psychological 
center), caring for patients with 
Alzheimer’s (fourth Wednesdays at 
10:00 a .m .), and divorce recovery, single 
parenting, and grief support (twice a year 
in 9-week sessions). Learn more by visiting 
www .2pc .org/support or calling 454-0034 .

December Flowers

The rosebuds in the Chancel of the 
Sanctuary today are placed in honor 
of the births of: Piper Ann Black, born 
November 11, 2012, daughter of courtney 
and Travis Black, and Ruth Elise Sharpe, 
born November 15, 2012, daughter of 
catherine and Andrew Sharpe .
The flowers in the Sanctuary for the 
month of December are given to the 
glory of God and in loving memory 
of: Bernice Flinn by her sons George, 
fred, and carl and their families; Mabel 
L., Forrest P., and James W. Morgan by 
forrest and Joan Morgan; Mr. and Mrs. 
William D. Nicholson by their children 
and grandchildren; Lillian and Thomas 
Patton by their daughters Susan 
crawford and Elizabeth holmes and 
their grandchildren, who have provided 
the christmas wreaths on the exterior 
doors of the church buildings during the 
Advent season .


