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The Liturgy of the Word
INSTRUMENTAL PRELUDE: 

Selections from “Trio Sonata in D Minor”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Johann Quantz
Emily and Stephanie Hancock, clarinets

LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE
Chuck, Laurie, Chase, Mallory, and Mary Anne Ellingsworth

CALL TO WORSHIP   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Michael C . Davis

WPROCESSIONAL HYMN: No . 194 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  .  .  . VENI EMMANUEL

WPROPHETIC LESSON: Select verses from Isaiah  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Amanda Coop

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign .

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  
and shall call his name Immanuel.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,

and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there will be no end,

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish it and to uphold it

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forevermore .

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

So they shall fear the name of the Lord from the west,

and his glory from the rising of the sun;

for he will come like a rushing stream,  
which the wind of the Lord drives .

“And a Redeemer will come to Zion, 
to those in Jacob who turn from transgression,” declares the Lord.

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . VENI EMMANUEL

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to Thee, O Israel. Amen.

WPRAYER OF ADORATION

WGREETINGS

A WORD TO THE CHILDREN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . J . Ronald Hickman

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . David A . Bowen

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: 
“The Shepherds’ Farewell” from L’Enfance du Christ Op. 25   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Hector Berlioz
Thou must leave Thy lowly dwelling, the humble crib, the stable bare .  
Babe, all mortal babes excelling, content our earthly lot to share .  
Loving father, Loving mother, shelter Thee with tender care!
Blessed Jesus, we implore Thee with humble love and holy fear .  
In the land that lies before Thee, forget not us who linger here!  
May the shepherd’s lowly calling, ever to Thy heart be dear!
Blest are ye beyond all measure, thou happy father, mother mild! 
Guard ye well your heav’nly treasure, the Prince of Peace, the Holy Child! 
God go with you, God protect you, guide you safely through the wild!

The Westminster Singers 
Gabriel C. Statom, Director of Music

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . W ZLOBIE LEZY

Flocks were sleeping: shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new 
Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the babe was born for you. Christ the babe was born for you.

WPRAYER OF DEDICATION

EPISTLE LESSON  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Philippians 2:1-11
(page 980 in the pew Bible)

All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field;
 The grass withers, the flower fades,
 but the Word of our God will stand forever. Amen.      (Isaiah 40:6b, 8)

HOMILY                      Kenosis: The Humility of Christ                     Sanders L . Willson
 

  The Liturgy of the Table
WINVITATION TO THE TABLE

All those who have publicly professed their faith and joined a Christian church as a communing 
member are warmly welcomed to receive communion today. Non-communing worshipers are 
encouraged to contemplate the love of Jesus Christ during this time. At Second Presbyterian, 
we encourage our children not to take communion until they have joined the church as 
communicant members.
We do, however, encourage non-communing children to come forward with their parents to 
receive a blessing. Those wishing to be served communion together as a group or family, please 
stand together in front of the two serving elders before taking the elements.
Gluten free communion bread is available upon request from the elder at the east side of the 
transverse aisle (opposite from the door leading to the Connector).

WPROFESSION OF OUR FAITH  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth;

and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead and buried;
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;

I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting.  Amen.

WGLORIA PATRI   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . GREATOREX

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
World without end. Amen, Amen!

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy and gracious Father, 
You have a most scandalous way of rescuing proud people: 
The One who possesses real authority to assert His rights 
lays them aside to humbly serve and die for us. 
We beseech Your forgiveness for our pride 
which has destroyed our ability to truly love and care for others. 
We confess that selfish ambition  
has caused squabbling and discord among us. 
Pardon us for our status-seeking ways 
and consume us with the only status that matters: 
Proximity to You, our humble Lord. 
For we pray in the Name of the One to whom every knee will bow 
and every tongue confess — Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

INDIVIDUAL PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF DIVINE PARDON

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUP
For those unable to come forward for communion, please raise your hand and an elder will serve 
you in your seat. Throughout this time of communion, we invite you to join in singing the hymns 
printed in bold below.

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PICARDY
Reference page 193 in the Hymnal for music.

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand.

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth He stood; 
Lord of lords in human vesture, in the body and the blood, 
He will give to all the faithful His own self for heavn’ly food.

Rank on rank, the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 
As the Light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day, 
That the pow’rs of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away.

At His feet the six-winged seraph; cherubim, with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, 
“Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 

“While the Sheep We Watched at Night”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . JUNGST
Reference page 215 in the Hymnal for music.

While by the sheep we watched at night, 
Glad tidings brought an angel bright.

How great our joy! Great our joy! 
Joy, joy, joy! Joy, joy, joy! 
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high!

There shall be born, so he did say, 
In Bethlehem a child today. 

There shall the child lie in a stall, 
This child who shall redeem us all.

This gift of God we’ll cherish well, 
That ever joy our hearts shall fill.

“Joy Has Dawned”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Keith Getty

Joy has dawned upon the world, promised from creation —
God’s salvation now unfurled, hope for ev’ry nation.
Not with fanfares from above, not with scenes of glory,
But a humble gift of love — Jesus, born of Mary.

Sounds of wonder fill the sky with the songs of angels
As the mighty Prince of Life shelters in a stable.
Hands that set each star in place, shaped the earth in darkness,
Cling now to a mother’s breast, vuln’rable and helpless.

Preparation for Worship
As you enter the Sanctuary, please prepare your heart for worship 

and silence your mobile devices. 

At the heart of the Christian faith is the declaration that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the eternal Son of God, became man for our salvation. This affirmation is 
expressed succinctly in the term “incarnation .” This word is of Latin origin 
and simply means “invested with flesh.”
Charles Wesley writes that Jesus’ incarnation leads to wonder and worship: 

“Gaze on that helpless object of endless adoration! Those infant hands shall burst our 
bands and work out our salvation. Strangle the crooked serpent, destroy his works 
forever, and open the heavenly gate to every true believer.”
Donald Macleod, Scottish theologian and professor, adds to Wesley’s 
declaration by reminding us that Jesus’ incarnation should also lead us to a 
lifestyle of humble service:

“How often is the incarnation brought before God’s people as their chief incentive and 
motivation to service? Paul urges us to think the way Jesus thought. He humbled 
himself. He made himself nothing (Philippians 2). Jesus said, ‘I don’t matter...’ There is 
scarcely a month that a church is not wrecked by somebody. That is the whole problem: 
There is always a somebody. If we were willing to humble ourselves and be nobodies, 
the church would not be wrecked. That is what the church needs. Nobodies who have 
crucified their egos and left them on the far side of that great word of Jesus: ‘Let a man 
deny himself’ (Mark 8:34).”



The Liturgy of the Word
INSTRUMENTAL PRELUDE: 

Selections from “Trio Sonata in D Minor”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Johann Quantz
Emily and Stephanie Hancock, clarinets

LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE
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WPROPHETIC LESSON: Select verses from Isaiah  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Amanda Coop

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign .

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  
and shall call his name Immanuel.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,

and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there will be no end,

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish it and to uphold it

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forevermore .

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

So they shall fear the name of the Lord from the west,

and his glory from the rising of the sun;

for he will come like a rushing stream,  
which the wind of the Lord drives .

“And a Redeemer will come to Zion, 
to those in Jacob who turn from transgression,” declares the Lord.

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . VENI EMMANUEL

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to Thee, O Israel. Amen.

WPRAYER OF ADORATION

WGREETINGS

A WORD TO THE CHILDREN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . J . Ronald Hickman
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PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: 
“The Shepherds’ Farewell” from L’Enfance du Christ Op. 25   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Hector Berlioz
Thou must leave Thy lowly dwelling, the humble crib, the stable bare .  
Babe, all mortal babes excelling, content our earthly lot to share .  
Loving father, Loving mother, shelter Thee with tender care!
Blessed Jesus, we implore Thee with humble love and holy fear .  
In the land that lies before Thee, forget not us who linger here!  
May the shepherd’s lowly calling, ever to Thy heart be dear!
Blest are ye beyond all measure, thou happy father, mother mild! 
Guard ye well your heav’nly treasure, the Prince of Peace, the Holy Child! 
God go with you, God protect you, guide you safely through the wild!

The Westminster Singers 
Gabriel C. Statom, Director of Music

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . W ZLOBIE LEZY

Flocks were sleeping: shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new 
Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the babe was born for you. Christ the babe was born for you.

WPRAYER OF DEDICATION

EPISTLE LESSON  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Philippians 2:1-11
(page 980 in the pew Bible)

All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field;
 The grass withers, the flower fades,
 but the Word of our God will stand forever. Amen.      (Isaiah 40:6b, 8)

HOMILY                      Kenosis: The Humility of Christ                     Sanders L . Willson
 

  The Liturgy of the Table
WINVITATION TO THE TABLE

All those who have publicly professed their faith and joined a Christian church as a communing 
member are warmly welcomed to receive communion today. Non-communing worshipers are 
encouraged to contemplate the love of Jesus Christ during this time. At Second Presbyterian, 
we encourage our children not to take communion until they have joined the church as 
communicant members.
We do, however, encourage non-communing children to come forward with their parents to 
receive a blessing. Those wishing to be served communion together as a group or family, please 
stand together in front of the two serving elders before taking the elements.
Gluten free communion bread is available upon request from the elder at the east side of the 
transverse aisle (opposite from the door leading to the Connector).

WPROFESSION OF OUR FAITH  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth;

and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead and buried;
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;

I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting.  Amen.

WGLORIA PATRI   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . GREATOREX

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
World without end. Amen, Amen!

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy and gracious Father, 
You have a most scandalous way of rescuing proud people: 
The One who possesses real authority to assert His rights 
lays them aside to humbly serve and die for us. 
We beseech Your forgiveness for our pride 
which has destroyed our ability to truly love and care for others. 
We confess that selfish ambition  
has caused squabbling and discord among us. 
Pardon us for our status-seeking ways 
and consume us with the only status that matters: 
Proximity to You, our humble Lord. 
For we pray in the Name of the One to whom every knee will bow 
and every tongue confess — Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

INDIVIDUAL PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF DIVINE PARDON

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUP
For those unable to come forward for communion, please raise your hand and an elder will serve 
you in your seat. Throughout this time of communion, we invite you to join in singing the hymns 
printed in bold below.

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PICARDY
Reference page 193 in the Hymnal for music.

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand.

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth He stood; 
Lord of lords in human vesture, in the body and the blood, 
He will give to all the faithful His own self for heavn’ly food.

Rank on rank, the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 
As the Light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day, 
That the pow’rs of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away.

At His feet the six-winged seraph; cherubim, with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, 
“Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 

“While the Sheep We Watched at Night”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . JUNGST
Reference page 215 in the Hymnal for music.

While by the sheep we watched at night, 
Glad tidings brought an angel bright.

How great our joy! Great our joy! 
Joy, joy, joy! Joy, joy, joy! 
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high!

There shall be born, so he did say, 
In Bethlehem a child today. 

There shall the child lie in a stall, 
This child who shall redeem us all.

This gift of God we’ll cherish well, 
That ever joy our hearts shall fill.

“Joy Has Dawned”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Keith Getty

Joy has dawned upon the world, promised from creation —
God’s salvation now unfurled, hope for ev’ry nation.
Not with fanfares from above, not with scenes of glory,
But a humble gift of love — Jesus, born of Mary.

Sounds of wonder fill the sky with the songs of angels
As the mighty Prince of Life shelters in a stable.
Hands that set each star in place, shaped the earth in darkness,
Cling now to a mother’s breast, vuln’rable and helpless.

Preparation for Worship
As you enter the Sanctuary, please prepare your heart for worship 

and silence your mobile devices. 

At the heart of the Christian faith is the declaration that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the eternal Son of God, became man for our salvation. This affirmation is 
expressed succinctly in the term “incarnation .” This word is of Latin origin 
and simply means “invested with flesh.”
Charles Wesley writes that Jesus’ incarnation leads to wonder and worship: 

“Gaze on that helpless object of endless adoration! Those infant hands shall burst our 
bands and work out our salvation. Strangle the crooked serpent, destroy his works 
forever, and open the heavenly gate to every true believer.”
Donald Macleod, Scottish theologian and professor, adds to Wesley’s 
declaration by reminding us that Jesus’ incarnation should also lead us to a 
lifestyle of humble service:

“How often is the incarnation brought before God’s people as their chief incentive and 
motivation to service? Paul urges us to think the way Jesus thought. He humbled 
himself. He made himself nothing (Philippians 2). Jesus said, ‘I don’t matter...’ There is 
scarcely a month that a church is not wrecked by somebody. That is the whole problem: 
There is always a somebody. If we were willing to humble ourselves and be nobodies, 
the church would not be wrecked. That is what the church needs. Nobodies who have 
crucified their egos and left them on the far side of that great word of Jesus: ‘Let a man 
deny himself’ (Mark 8:34).”
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Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign .

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  
and shall call his name Immanuel.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,

and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there will be no end,

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish it and to uphold it

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forevermore .

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

So they shall fear the name of the Lord from the west,

and his glory from the rising of the sun;

for he will come like a rushing stream,  
which the wind of the Lord drives .
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WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . VENI EMMANUEL
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . David A . Bowen

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: 
“The Shepherds’ Farewell” from L’Enfance du Christ Op. 25   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Hector Berlioz
Thou must leave Thy lowly dwelling, the humble crib, the stable bare .  
Babe, all mortal babes excelling, content our earthly lot to share .  
Loving father, Loving mother, shelter Thee with tender care!
Blessed Jesus, we implore Thee with humble love and holy fear .  
In the land that lies before Thee, forget not us who linger here!  
May the shepherd’s lowly calling, ever to Thy heart be dear!
Blest are ye beyond all measure, thou happy father, mother mild! 
Guard ye well your heav’nly treasure, the Prince of Peace, the Holy Child! 
God go with you, God protect you, guide you safely through the wild!

The Westminster Singers 
Gabriel C. Statom, Director of Music

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . W ZLOBIE LEZY

Flocks were sleeping: shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new 
Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the babe was born for you. Christ the babe was born for you.

WPRAYER OF DEDICATION

EPISTLE LESSON  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Philippians 2:1-11
(page 980 in the pew Bible)

All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field;
 The grass withers, the flower fades,
 but the Word of our God will stand forever. Amen.      (Isaiah 40:6b, 8)

HOMILY                      Kenosis: The Humility of Christ                     Sanders L . Willson
 

  The Liturgy of the Table
WINVITATION TO THE TABLE

All those who have publicly professed their faith and joined a Christian church as a communing 
member are warmly welcomed to receive communion today. Non-communing worshipers are 
encouraged to contemplate the love of Jesus Christ during this time. At Second Presbyterian, 
we encourage our children not to take communion until they have joined the church as 
communicant members.
We do, however, encourage non-communing children to come forward with their parents to 
receive a blessing. Those wishing to be served communion together as a group or family, please 
stand together in front of the two serving elders before taking the elements.
Gluten free communion bread is available upon request from the elder at the east side of the 
transverse aisle (opposite from the door leading to the Connector).

WPROFESSION OF OUR FAITH  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth;

and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead and buried;
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;

I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting.  Amen.

WGLORIA PATRI   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . GREATOREX

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
World without end. Amen, Amen!

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy and gracious Father, 
You have a most scandalous way of rescuing proud people: 
The One who possesses real authority to assert His rights 
lays them aside to humbly serve and die for us. 
We beseech Your forgiveness for our pride 
which has destroyed our ability to truly love and care for others. 
We confess that selfish ambition  
has caused squabbling and discord among us. 
Pardon us for our status-seeking ways 
and consume us with the only status that matters: 
Proximity to You, our humble Lord. 
For we pray in the Name of the One to whom every knee will bow 
and every tongue confess — Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

INDIVIDUAL PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF DIVINE PARDON

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUP
For those unable to come forward for communion, please raise your hand and an elder will serve 
you in your seat. Throughout this time of communion, we invite you to join in singing the hymns 
printed in bold below.

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PICARDY
Reference page 193 in the Hymnal for music.

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand.

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth He stood; 
Lord of lords in human vesture, in the body and the blood, 
He will give to all the faithful His own self for heavn’ly food.

Rank on rank, the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 
As the Light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day, 
That the pow’rs of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away.

At His feet the six-winged seraph; cherubim, with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, 
“Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 

“While the Sheep We Watched at Night”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . JUNGST
Reference page 215 in the Hymnal for music.

While by the sheep we watched at night, 
Glad tidings brought an angel bright.

How great our joy! Great our joy! 
Joy, joy, joy! Joy, joy, joy! 
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high!

There shall be born, so he did say, 
In Bethlehem a child today. 

There shall the child lie in a stall, 
This child who shall redeem us all.

This gift of God we’ll cherish well, 
That ever joy our hearts shall fill.

“Joy Has Dawned”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Keith Getty

Joy has dawned upon the world, promised from creation —
God’s salvation now unfurled, hope for ev’ry nation.
Not with fanfares from above, not with scenes of glory,
But a humble gift of love — Jesus, born of Mary.

Sounds of wonder fill the sky with the songs of angels
As the mighty Prince of Life shelters in a stable.
Hands that set each star in place, shaped the earth in darkness,
Cling now to a mother’s breast, vuln’rable and helpless.

Preparation for Worship
As you enter the Sanctuary, please prepare your heart for worship 

and silence your mobile devices. 

At the heart of the Christian faith is the declaration that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the eternal Son of God, became man for our salvation. This affirmation is 
expressed succinctly in the term “incarnation .” This word is of Latin origin 
and simply means “invested with flesh.”
Charles Wesley writes that Jesus’ incarnation leads to wonder and worship: 

“Gaze on that helpless object of endless adoration! Those infant hands shall burst our 
bands and work out our salvation. Strangle the crooked serpent, destroy his works 
forever, and open the heavenly gate to every true believer.”
Donald Macleod, Scottish theologian and professor, adds to Wesley’s 
declaration by reminding us that Jesus’ incarnation should also lead us to a 
lifestyle of humble service:

“How often is the incarnation brought before God’s people as their chief incentive and 
motivation to service? Paul urges us to think the way Jesus thought. He humbled 
himself. He made himself nothing (Philippians 2). Jesus said, ‘I don’t matter...’ There is 
scarcely a month that a church is not wrecked by somebody. That is the whole problem: 
There is always a somebody. If we were willing to humble ourselves and be nobodies, 
the church would not be wrecked. That is what the church needs. Nobodies who have 
crucified their egos and left them on the far side of that great word of Jesus: ‘Let a man 
deny himself’ (Mark 8:34).”



The Liturgy of the Word
INSTRUMENTAL PRELUDE: 

Selections from “Trio Sonata in D Minor”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Johann Quantz
Emily and Stephanie Hancock, clarinets

LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE
Chuck, Laurie, Chase, Mallory, and Mary Anne Ellingsworth

CALL TO WORSHIP   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Michael C . Davis

WPROCESSIONAL HYMN: No . 194 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  .  .  . VENI EMMANUEL

WPROPHETIC LESSON: Select verses from Isaiah  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Amanda Coop

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign .

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  
and shall call his name Immanuel.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,

and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there will be no end,

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish it and to uphold it

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forevermore .

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

So they shall fear the name of the Lord from the west,

and his glory from the rising of the sun;

for he will come like a rushing stream,  
which the wind of the Lord drives .

“And a Redeemer will come to Zion, 
to those in Jacob who turn from transgression,” declares the Lord.

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . VENI EMMANUEL

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to Thee, O Israel. Amen.

WPRAYER OF ADORATION

WGREETINGS

A WORD TO THE CHILDREN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . J . Ronald Hickman

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . David A . Bowen

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: 
“The Shepherds’ Farewell” from L’Enfance du Christ Op. 25   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Hector Berlioz
Thou must leave Thy lowly dwelling, the humble crib, the stable bare .  
Babe, all mortal babes excelling, content our earthly lot to share .  
Loving father, Loving mother, shelter Thee with tender care!
Blessed Jesus, we implore Thee with humble love and holy fear .  
In the land that lies before Thee, forget not us who linger here!  
May the shepherd’s lowly calling, ever to Thy heart be dear!
Blest are ye beyond all measure, thou happy father, mother mild! 
Guard ye well your heav’nly treasure, the Prince of Peace, the Holy Child! 
God go with you, God protect you, guide you safely through the wild!

The Westminster Singers 
Gabriel C. Statom, Director of Music

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . W ZLOBIE LEZY

Flocks were sleeping: shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new 
Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the babe was born for you. Christ the babe was born for you.

WPRAYER OF DEDICATION

EPISTLE LESSON  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Philippians 2:1-11
(page 980 in the pew Bible)

All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field;
 The grass withers, the flower fades,
 but the Word of our God will stand forever. Amen.      (Isaiah 40:6b, 8)

HOMILY                      Kenosis: The Humility of Christ                     Sanders L . Willson
 

  The Liturgy of the Table
WINVITATION TO THE TABLE

All those who have publicly professed their faith and joined a Christian church as a communing 
member are warmly welcomed to receive communion today. Non-communing worshipers are 
encouraged to contemplate the love of Jesus Christ during this time. At Second Presbyterian, 
we encourage our children not to take communion until they have joined the church as 
communicant members.
We do, however, encourage non-communing children to come forward with their parents to 
receive a blessing. Those wishing to be served communion together as a group or family, please 
stand together in front of the two serving elders before taking the elements.
Gluten free communion bread is available upon request from the elder at the east side of the 
transverse aisle (opposite from the door leading to the Connector).

WPROFESSION OF OUR FAITH  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth;

and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead and buried;
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;

I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting.  Amen.

WGLORIA PATRI   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . GREATOREX

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
World without end. Amen, Amen!

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy and gracious Father, 
You have a most scandalous way of rescuing proud people: 
The One who possesses real authority to assert His rights 
lays them aside to humbly serve and die for us. 
We beseech Your forgiveness for our pride 
which has destroyed our ability to truly love and care for others. 
We confess that selfish ambition  
has caused squabbling and discord among us. 
Pardon us for our status-seeking ways 
and consume us with the only status that matters: 
Proximity to You, our humble Lord. 
For we pray in the Name of the One to whom every knee will bow 
and every tongue confess — Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

INDIVIDUAL PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF DIVINE PARDON

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUP
For those unable to come forward for communion, please raise your hand and an elder will serve 
you in your seat. Throughout this time of communion, we invite you to join in singing the hymns 
printed in bold below.

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PICARDY
Reference page 193 in the Hymnal for music.

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand.

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth He stood; 
Lord of lords in human vesture, in the body and the blood, 
He will give to all the faithful His own self for heavn’ly food.

Rank on rank, the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 
As the Light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day, 
That the pow’rs of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away.

At His feet the six-winged seraph; cherubim, with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, 
“Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 

“While the Sheep We Watched at Night”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . JUNGST
Reference page 215 in the Hymnal for music.

While by the sheep we watched at night, 
Glad tidings brought an angel bright.

How great our joy! Great our joy! 
Joy, joy, joy! Joy, joy, joy! 
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high!

There shall be born, so he did say, 
In Bethlehem a child today. 

There shall the child lie in a stall, 
This child who shall redeem us all.

This gift of God we’ll cherish well, 
That ever joy our hearts shall fill.

“Joy Has Dawned”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Keith Getty

Joy has dawned upon the world, promised from creation —
God’s salvation now unfurled, hope for ev’ry nation.
Not with fanfares from above, not with scenes of glory,
But a humble gift of love — Jesus, born of Mary.

Sounds of wonder fill the sky with the songs of angels
As the mighty Prince of Life shelters in a stable.
Hands that set each star in place, shaped the earth in darkness,
Cling now to a mother’s breast, vuln’rable and helpless.

Preparation for Worship
As you enter the Sanctuary, please prepare your heart for worship 

and silence your mobile devices. 

At the heart of the Christian faith is the declaration that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the eternal Son of God, became man for our salvation. This affirmation is 
expressed succinctly in the term “incarnation .” This word is of Latin origin 
and simply means “invested with flesh.”
Charles Wesley writes that Jesus’ incarnation leads to wonder and worship: 

“Gaze on that helpless object of endless adoration! Those infant hands shall burst our 
bands and work out our salvation. Strangle the crooked serpent, destroy his works 
forever, and open the heavenly gate to every true believer.”
Donald Macleod, Scottish theologian and professor, adds to Wesley’s 
declaration by reminding us that Jesus’ incarnation should also lead us to a 
lifestyle of humble service:

“How often is the incarnation brought before God’s people as their chief incentive and 
motivation to service? Paul urges us to think the way Jesus thought. He humbled 
himself. He made himself nothing (Philippians 2). Jesus said, ‘I don’t matter...’ There is 
scarcely a month that a church is not wrecked by somebody. That is the whole problem: 
There is always a somebody. If we were willing to humble ourselves and be nobodies, 
the church would not be wrecked. That is what the church needs. Nobodies who have 
crucified their egos and left them on the far side of that great word of Jesus: ‘Let a man 
deny himself’ (Mark 8:34).”



OUR MISSION:
To glorify God through joyful worship, to show God’s love to all people,  

to lead them to faith in Jesus Christ, to make them His disciples,  
and to call them to His service .

4055 Poplar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38111 
www.2pc.org  ·  (901) 454-0034

Welcome

If you are visiting with us today, we 
welcome you to Second Presbyterian .  
Please sign our Friendship Pad, which 
will be passed during the Greetings 
time of the service . Our Congregational 
Communities (CCs), also known as 
Sunday School classes, offer a wide 
variety of options for various age groups 
and stages of life . Visiting a CC (Sundays 
at 9:45 a .m .) is the best way to get to 
know others and become involved . Visit 
2pc .org/cc for a list of classes . 
Children in Worship: We consider it a 
privilege for children to worship with us .  
If your children become restless and vocal, 
we invite you to the Cry Room at the back 
of the Sanctuary . Worship bags including 
material specifically designed for children 
are available at the Nursery desk .

Weekly Focus on Missions

World Missions: Karen Taylor, one 
of Second’s own missionaries, serves 
in Cambodia with ELIC by teaching 
English, writing, and public speaking 
to students and professionals . Karen 
has been experiencing severe headaches 
and hearing issues, which have 
greatly affected her work . It has been 
recommended that she come home for a 
diagnosis after she finishes this semester. 
Please pray for her to finish well and 
to be able to focus on her ministry and 
work in the midst of the uncertainty of 
her condition .
Mission Memphis: Our partners at 
Calvary Rescue Mission ask us to join 
them in prayer for their Building Fund/
Capital Campaign to multiply so they can 
fulfill the vision that God has given them 
to provide a larger, safer, handicapped-
accessible building . Please also pray that 
their food pantry will be filled with 
canned vegetables and frozen meats so 
they can continue to provide two meals 
each day to guests .

Congregational Meeting

The Session has called a congregational 
meeting in both morning services on 
December 11 to elect officers to begin 
service in January 2017 on the Diaconate 
and Session. The officers being elected 
have previously been nominated by 
the congregation and have completed a 
period of training and examination .  
 

Advent at Second

An Italian Christmas: December 4, 6:00 
p .m .; Festival of Carols: December 11, 
6:00 p .m .; Nine Lessons and Carols: 
December 18, 8:15 and 11:00 a .m .; Advent 
Evensong with Jeff Taylor: December 18, 
6:00 p .m .; PJ Story Time: December 20, 
6:00 p .m .; Christmas Eve: Family Service, 
4:00 p .m .; Candlelight Communion, 5:30, 
8:00, and 11:00 p .m . Visit 2pc.org/advent for 
more details.

General News

Stewardship: Thank you to those who 
have submitted giving intent cards for the 
upcoming year . If you have not yet turned 
in your pledge, you may do so today by 
filling out one of the cards in the pew racks 
and dropping it into the offering plate . 
Festival of Carols CD: Second’s 
music ministry has produced a CD of 
recordings from past live performances 
at Festival of Carols services . This 
compilation of 14 tracks includes Mack 
Wilberg’s “Still, Still, Still,” John Rutter’s 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” and “O 
Holy Night,” featuring soloist Ginger 
Statom . The CD is available in The 
Bookmark Bookstore for $10 .
CLC 2017: Save the date for our annual 
Christian Life Conference, January 27-29, 
2017 . This year we are excited to welcome 
guests Harry Reeder and John Wood, 
who will speak on the topic of holiness . 
Stay tuned in the coming weeks for more 
information about CLC 2017!
3M Luncheon: All senior adults are 
invited to attend the monthly 3M 
(More Mature Members) Luncheon 
on December 12 at noon . The Berclair 
Elementary School Choir will present a 
Christmas program, and we will hear a 
special word from Gerry Peak, Second’s 
Pastor to Senior Adults . Please call  
901-454-0034 by noon on December 7 if 
you plan to attend . The cost will be $6 .
Willson Church Planting Fund: Whether 
your passion is for church planting or 
you just want to honor the Willsons or 
both, please note that the Foundation 
will provide up to $500,000 as matching 
funds for gifts given to the Willson Fund 
by June 30, 2017 . The purpose of the fund 
is to provide financial support for church 
planting efforts at home and around the 
world that are strategic, missional, and 
reformed in character . Contact Vicki 
Simmons for more information at  
901-507-7898 or vicki .simmons@2pc .org . 

Christmas Flower Order Form
I/We wish to contribute $_______ to the Flower Ministry of Second Presbyterian Church for 
use in decorating the church for the Christmas season in memory or honor of loved ones . Please 
acknowledge the gift (omitting the amount) in the bulletin on Sunday, December 18 as follows:

Please check ONLY one:          In Memory of              In Honor of             In Gratitude for 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Given by:_______________________________________________________________________________

Telephone number of donor:  _____________________________________________________________

December 11 is the deadline for the inclusion of names in the bulletin on December 18, 2016 .  
Please return this form with your check made out to Second Presbyterian Church and send to  

4055 Poplar Ave ., Memphis, TN 38111 . Clearly designate the gift for the “Flower Ministry .”

An online order form is available at 2pc.org/flowers.

Caring Ministry Update

Sympathy to:
Nancy Ellis on the death of her mother, 
Nancy Peeples Biddle, November 21, 2016 
in Knoxville, TN .
Larry Jensen on the death of his mother, 
Wilma Sharpe Jensen, November 22, 2016 .
Judy Hansen on the death of her father, 
Elliott Lewis Morris, November 23, 2016, in 
Louisville, KY .
Frazer and Dana Gieselmann on the 
death of their daughter, Louise Mildred 

“Milla” Gieselmann, November 26, 2016 . 
Milla was the sister of Ann Carlyle and 
Elle Gieselmann .
Bettye Weaver on the death of her sister, 
Dorothy Smith, November 28, 2016, in 
Chicago, IL .
The family of Joseph M. Scott on his death, 
November 29, 2016 .

In the Hospital (as of 11/30/16):
Helen Cox, Allen Morgan Rehab
Mina Chase, Allen Morgan Rehab
Francis Myrick, Memphis Jewish Home
Mary Lawrence Allen, Baptist
Norma McHugh, Baptist
Marshall Clark, Baptist (no visitors)
Dana Wright, Baptist
Joe Pickering, Baptist
Marty Woolley, Quince Rehab

December Flowers

The flowers in the Sanctuary for the 
month of December are given to the 
glory of God and in loving memory of: 
Brad and Marcia Baker by the Housholder 
Family; Bernice and George Flinn by their 
sons George, Jr ., Fred, and Carl, and their 
families; Mabel L., Forrest P., and James 
W. Morgan by Forrest and Joan Morgan; 
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Nicholson by their 
children and grandchildren; and Lillian 
and Thomas Patton by Claude and Susan 
Crawford, John and Elizabeth Holmes, 
and their grandchildren, who have 
provided the Christmas wreaths on the 
exterior doors of the church buildings 
during the Advent season .

Second on the Web

Student Ministries: 2pcyouth .org            
Kids at Second: 2pckids .org
Family Resources: 2pc .org/family          
Volunteer Ministries: 2pc .org/volunteer
Recreation: 2pcsports .org                        
Women in Ministry: 2pc .org/women
Sermon Audio: 2pc .org/audio                 
Online Giving: 2pc .org/giving

Getting Connected

To find out more about who we are and how you can become part of our church 
community, contact Pastor Todd Erickson at (901) 531-8895 or todd .erickson@2pc .org .

OUR MISSION:
To glorify God through joyful worship, to show God’s love to all people,  

to lead them to faith in Jesus Christ, to make them His disciples,  
and to call them to His service .

Our 11:00 a .m . service is broadcast live each week on WHBQ (AM 560/FM 87 .7) .  
Our worship services can be seen every Sunday at 10:00 a .m . on WREGTV  

WREG-TV (Channel 3) . Live streaming of our Sunday morning and evening 
worship services is also available at www .2pc .org/live

4055 Poplar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38111 
www.2pc.org  ·  (901) 454-0034

Please leave your bulletin in the pew if you’d like it to be recycled.

Welcome

If you are visiting with us today, we 
welcome you to Second Presbyterian .  
Please sign our Friendship Pad, which 
will be passed during the Greetings 
time of the service . Our Congregational 
Communities (CCs), also known as 
Sunday School classes, offer a wide 
variety of options for various age groups 
and stages of life . Visiting a CC (Sundays 
at 9:45 a .m .) is the best way to get to 
know others and become involved . Visit 
2pc .org/cc for a list of classes . 
Children in Worship: We consider it a 
privilege for children to worship with us .  
If your children become restless and vocal, 
we invite you to the Cry Room at the back 
of the Sanctuary . Worship bags including 
material specifically designed for children 
are available at the Nursery desk .

Weekly Focus on Missions

World Missions: For many years the 
Lord has given Greg and Sally a passion 
to reach Muslims with the Gospel . They 
have been church planters in Muslim 
communities in Europe and have trained 
missionary teams to go to places where 
the Muslim faith is dominant . Last week 
Greg and Sally relocated their ministry to 
California to be near family . Shortly before 
their move Greg was diagnosed with 
an aggressive form of cancer and Sally 
suffered a bout of clinical depression that 
has plagued her for years . In the midst of 
these trials they remain hopeful, trusting 
that the Lord will continue to use them . 
Pray for healing for Greg and Sally and 
for the Lord to grant them their desire to 
actively serve in His Kingdom .
Mission Memphis: Our partners at 
Memphis Union Mission ask that we 
pray for God’s protection over the 
people MUM serves as well as the 
staff and volunteers . Pray also for the 
continued provision of electricity and air 
conditioning at MUM’s facilities during 
these especially hot days in Memphis . 
Finally, pray that the Lord will use MUM 
to draw men and women to Christ .

General News

Vision Night: Our annual Vision Night 
will be August 21 at 6:00 p .m . We will 
take time to look back at the many ways 

in which the Lord has been faithful to 
Second since its inception . We will also 
talk about community life at Second and 
opportunities to get involved, as well as 
our mission efforts here and abroad . The 
evening will conclude as we look ahead 
together to another exciting year of 
ministry . Please make plans to be there!
Pastor Search Site: The Senior Pastor 
Search Committee, with the assistance of 
our Communications Department, has 
developed a website, pastorsearch .2pc .org, 
which includes the Opportunity Profile 
for our senior pastor position . These 
materials are the result of much prayer, 
brainstorming, drafting, and editing .  
The committee appreciates your 
continued prayers for the Lord’s 
leading in its work and looks forward 
to providing a further update at the 
morning services on August 21 .
Fellows Host Families: Our 2016-17 
Fellows will arrive soon, and we need  
a five families to host Fellows from 
September through May . If you  
are interested or have questions,  
please contact Deborah Coleman at 
fellows@2pc .org or 901-289-3379 .

Caring Ministry

Sympathy to:
Beth Hunt on the death of her mother, 
Elizabeth Barnett, July 19, 2016, in Newport 
News, VA .
Marilyn Wilson on the death of her 
sister, Margaret Andersen, July 24, 2016, in 
Minneapolis, MN .
Nancy VanCleve on the death of her 
brother, Richard Paul Hines, July 26, 2016 .

Congratulations to:
Justin and Mandy Payne on the birth of a 
son, Tyler Murphy Payne, July 21, 2016 .
Hans and Amy Stokke on the birth of a 
daughter, Edith Louise Stokke, July 26, 2016, 
in Denver, CO . Paternal grandparents are 
Mike and Heidi Stokke .

In the Hospital (as of 8/3/16): 
Olga Gore, Signature Health & Rehab
Nancy Jarratt, Signature Health & Rehab
Lil Jones, Allen Morgan Rehab
Francis Myrick, Memphis Jewish Home
June Crowe, Methodist Germantown 
Dick Fisher, Baptist

To receive our weekly email newsletter, visit 2pc.org/subscribe to sign up!

Second on the Web

Student Ministries: 2pcyouth .org            Kids at Second: 2pckids .org
Family Resources: 2pc .org/family          Volunteer Ministries: 2pc .org/volunteer
Recreation: 2pcsports .org                        Women in Ministry: 2pc .org/women
Sermon Audio: 2pc .org/audio                 Online Giving: 2pc .org/giving

August 7, 2016 
Trinity Season

Welcome to Second Presbyterian Church.  
May our worship open our hearts to God’s love, our eyes to God’s beauty,  

our minds to God’s truth, and our will to God’s service.

Join us August 10, 17, 24, and 31 at 6:30 p .m . in the Chapel 
for vespers services featuring the music of J .S . Bach .  
A variety of musicians from our church and community will 
present sacred cantatas, organ works, instrumental works, 
and Scripture readings for meditation and reflection. 

SERMON NOTES August 7, 2016

Visit 2pc.org/worldmissions for more information.

Did you know that our ministry to the world is funded through its own budget, 
not from the general fund? Currently, less than 40 percent of the congregation is 
carrying all of the World Missions budget of $1 .3 million .
Pledges received during the annual World Missions Conference earlier this year 
totaled more than the previous year . We are encouraged by those of you who 
promised to support ministry efforts around the world .

40% Give 
$1.3 Million

Upcoming Events

Ice Cream Social: August 14,  
following Sunday Night Worship
Vision Night: August 21, 6:00 p .m .
MidWeek Begins: September 14

August Flowers

The flowers in the Sanctuary for the 
month of August are given to the glory 
of God and in loving memory of: Linda 
Adney by her family; Ann Neal Ashwood 

and Dr. Eugene W. Gadberry by Bob and 
Charlotte Neal; William Bryce, Jr., Dottie 
Bryce Morton, and William Bryce III by their 
family; Ruth and Joe Davis, Sr. and Eleanor 
and Charles Dean by Diane and Joe Davis, 
Jr.; Norma Duckworth by the Duckworth 
family; Charles C. Gillespie and members of 
the Curry-Gillespie Adult Class, including 
Mildred Barnett, Tom Batchelor, Beth Cook, 
George Efird, Dr. Charles Housholder, Alice 
Quenichet, Al Wunderlich, who went to be 
with the Lord this year, by members of the 
Curry-Gillespie Adult Class .

Shepherds bow before the Lamb, gazing at the glory;
Gifts of men from distant lands prophesy the story.
Gold, a King is born today; incense, God is with us;
Myrrh, His death will make a way, and by His blood He’ll win us.

Son of Adam, Son of heaven, given as a ransom;
Reconciling God and man, Christ, our mighty champion!
What a Savior! What a Friend! What a glorious myst’ry!
Once a babe in Bethlehem, now the Lord of hist’ry.

“Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .ANTIOCH
Reference page 195 in the Hymnal for music.

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room,  
And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.
Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns: let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as the curse is found.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .ANTIOCH

He rules the world with truth and grace,  
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love, and wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders of His love.

WBENEDICTION

WCONGREGATIONAL THREE-FOLD AMEN

ORGAN POSTLUDE: Festive Flourish on “Joy to the World”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Michael Dell
Samuel Metzger, organist

WIndicates congregation standing                                                           CCLI License #252778


