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The Liturgy of the Word
ORGAN PRELUDE: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .arr . Carolyn Hamlin 

Samuel Metzger, organ

ORCHESTRAL PRELUDE: “Pastoral Symphony” from Messiah  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . G . F . Handel
Christy Young, director

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
Howard, Kimberley, Elijah, Lilly, James, and Parker Graham

CALL TO WORSHIP  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Richard G . Cain

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: No . 208 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ADESTE FIDELES

FIRST GOSPEL LESSON  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Luke 2:15-20
                                 (page 857 in pew Bible)                     

This is the Word of the Lord .
Thanks be to God.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .ADESTE FIDELES

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

INVOCATION (please raise hands)

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Our offering this evening will benefit the Caring Ministry Fund, unless otherwise 
designated for the General Fund. The Caring Ministry Fund assists those in need among 
our members and in our community. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: “Love Came Down at Christmas”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . John Rutter

Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, love divine; 
Love was born at Christmas, star and angels gave the sign .

Worship we the Godhead, love incarnate, love divine; 
Worship we our Jesus, but wherewith for sacred sign?

Love shall be our token, love be yours and love be mine; 
Love to God and all men, love for plea and gift and sign .

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .VOM HIMMEL HOCH 

All glory be to God in heaven, who unto us his Son has given. 
While angels sing with tender mirth, a glad new year to all the earth.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dan G . Burns

GREETINGS

PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD

SECOND GOSPEL LESSON  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . John 3:16
                           (page 888 in pew Bible)                          

All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field;
 The grass withers, the flower fades,
 but the Word of our God will stand forever.  (Isaiah 40:6b, 8)

SERMON                                    He Came                                      George W . Robertson

The Liturgy of the Table
PROFESSION OF OUR FAITH  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by Whom all things were made;
Who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man,
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
and He shall come again with glory  
to judge both the living and the dead;
Whose Kingdom shall have no end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 
Who spoke by the prophets; 
and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church; 
we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 
and we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . GREATOREX

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
World without end. Amen, Amen!

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious heavenly Father,
we long to recapture the wonder of Christmas.
You showed the world Your splendor in the coming of Your Son,
the mystery of God becoming man to make us Your children.
Yet, we confess that instead of worshipful, we are complacent;
instead of joyful, we are irritable;
instead of peaceful, we are anxious.
In our unbelief, we have become impoverished,
with divided hearts and distracted minds.
Have mercy upon us, O God,
and forgive us for the sake of Emmanuel,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

INDIVIDUAL PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF DIVINE PARDON

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
All those who have publicly professed their faith and joined a Christian church as a communing 
member are warmly welcomed to receive communion today. Non-communing worshipers are 
encouraged to contemplate the love of Jesus Christ during this time. At Second Presbyterian, we 
encourage our children not to take communion until they have joined the church as communicant 
members. An elder will serve gluten free communion bread to those who raise their hands.

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

CHORAL MEDITATION: “What Child”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Paul Lohman

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping?

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary!

Why lies He in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent word is pleading .

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the Babe, the Son of Mary!

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant king to own Him . 
The King of kings, salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone Him .

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Joy, joy for Christ is born, the Babe, the Son of Mary!

Jennifer Brandon, Kathy Hammond, Hope Howard,  
Annie Petzinger, Christy Young, Lizzie Young 

SHARING OF THE CUP

CHORAL MEDITATION: “O Holy Night”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Adolphe Adam

O holy night, the stars are brightly shining,  
It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth; 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,  

‘Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth . 
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn; 
Fall on your knees, O hear the angel voices! 
O night divine! O night when Christ was born . 
O night, O holy night, O night divine .

Truly He taught us to love one another; 
His law is love and His gospel is peace; 
Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother, 
And in His name all oppression shall cease, 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we; 
Let all within us praise His holy name! 
Christ is the Lord, then ever, ever praise we! 
His pow’r and glory, evermore proclaim! 
His pow’r and glory, evermore proclaim!

Lizzie Young, soloist

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
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O holy night, the stars are brightly shining,  
It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth; 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,  

‘Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth . 
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn; 
Fall on your knees, O hear the angel voices! 
O night divine! O night when Christ was born . 
O night, O holy night, O night divine .

Truly He taught us to love one another; 
His law is love and His gospel is peace; 
Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother, 
And in His name all oppression shall cease, 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we; 
Let all within us praise His holy name! 
Christ is the Lord, then ever, ever praise we! 
His pow’r and glory, evermore proclaim! 
His pow’r and glory, evermore proclaim!

Lizzie Young, soloist

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING



LIGHTING OF THE CHURCH

HYMN OF CHRIST’S BIRTH: “Silent Night! Holy Night!”   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . STILLE NACHT

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin, mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight!
Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.

Silent night! Holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing alleluia to our King;
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

HYMN OF JOY: “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ANTIOCH

Joy to the world! The Lord is come:  
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room,  
And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns: 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,  
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love, and wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders of His love.

BENEDICTION

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .VENI EMMANUEL

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to Thee, O Israel.

ORGAN POSTLUDE: “Hallelujah” from Messiah   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . G . F . Handel; arr . Metzger

Indicates congregation standing                      CCLI License #252778

Worship at Second
Thank you for worshiping with us tonight . We invite you to join us 

each Sunday at 8:15 or 11:00 a .m . and 6:00 p .m . in the Sanctuary .
Visit 2pc .org for more information about our church . Merry Christmas!

He Came  |  George Robertson        December 24, 2017

I. The Kind of World He Loved

A . The “World”

B . God’s Immeasurable Love

C . Illustration: Seventy Times Seven

II. The Kind of Son He Gave

A . Unique

B . Truly

C.	 Nicholas	Wolterstorff:	Lament for a Son

OUR MISSION:
To glorify God through joyful worship, to show God’s love to all people,  

to lead them to faith in Jesus Christ, to make them His disciples,  
and to call them to His service .

4055 Poplar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38111 
www.2pc.org  ·  (901) 454-0034
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